EDITOR'S NOTE.
When the International institute of Saiva Siddhanta Research sought the leave of His Holiness, the 26th pontiff of Dharmapura Aadhinam to hold a Seminar on 9th, 10th and 11th May, 1987, on "Aruvakaicchamayam", His Holiness was pleased to command us to bring out a worthy book in connection with the Seminar. We at once humbly suggested that an anthology of Dr G. U. Pope's essays on Naayanmaar could be taken up for
publication.   "Excellent"   said   His Holiness   and  added:;
jf
A work on Saivite Naayanmaar by a pious Christian is truly a desideratum". With lightning speed the work of publication was undertaken and completed.
This anthology is truly a hagiology, Dr. Pope, th® reader can find for himself, had entered into the spirit of the Periya Puraanam with even greater valiancy than some of our acknowledged cognoscenti of the Twelfth Tirumurai. Of course his narration goes amiss in one or two instances. But then his comprehension of the true message of the work of St. Sekkizhaar is amazingly masterly.
The histories or St. Kannappar, St. Kaaraikkaai Ammaiyaar and St. Chandisar are reprinted from the footnotes appended to the English version of Tiruvaachakam by Or. G.U.Pops. The Life of Tirugnaana-
sambandhar    is from The   Indian   Magazine   and Review,
*& London (May, 1886) as reprinted by the Tamil   University
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